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Graduate level research university governed 
by an independent Board of Trustees. !

Merit based, open to all from around 
the world.!

Conducts both fundamental and goal-
oriented research to contribute to!
Global human progress!

Fostering cutting edge research in the 
areas of Math, Physics,Chemistry 
Engineering, Nanotechnology, 
Bioscience. !
!
Collaborative research projects, linking 
industry R&D and economic development.!
!
Core Competitive Grant Funding 
System!
2nd World Largest Endowment (After 
Harvard). !



Currently 80 Nations represented!

Multicultural Community!

Transition from Oil-Based to!
Fundamental Knowledge based Economy !

Beacon of a major Government  
sponsored higher education program.!
Currently more than 150.000 
Students (50% women) studying 
abroad. !

Infrastructures, Education, Health, 
Technology !



The KAUST student body at maturity 
will total 2000 students. The current 
population    is 1000+ students.!

150+ world class faculty (still 
recruiting to reach 225) directs the 
University’s talented graduate 
students, post docs and researchers!

Incubator for Spin offs, R&D support!
By a dedicated Economic Development 
Department.!

Current Post Doctoral and research 
staff totals 560+ members.!
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The Red Sea Research Center has 
both the immediate access to reefs and 
world-class facilities, making it perfectly 
situated to develop an integrated 
understanding of coral reef ecosystems 
and their oceanographic context. !

Current projects:  !
•  Extremophiles in the Deep Brine 

Pools of the Red Sea!
•  Modeling the Ecosystem                  

of the Red Sea!
•  Whale Shark Tagging/Tracking 

Project!

Xabier Irigoyen!
Director!



The Center for Desert Agriculture 
focuses in studying the molecular 
mechanisms underlying plant tolerance 
to drought and salt-stress conditions, 
and in developing technology to 
improve these conditions to improve 
food security. !

Current projects:  !
•  Halophyte Domestication!
•  Engineering Drought and 

Salinity Tolerance in Wheat, 
Tomatoes and Rice. !

Heribert Hirt!
Director!
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